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PREFACE. 

The following pages are an enlargement of my 
contribution to Professor Ludwig Elster's i"Staats- 
wissenschaftliche Studien," entitled "sDie Entwick- 
elung der Vermagenssteuer im Staate New York," 
Jena, Gustav Fischer, 1890. 

I have at times gone more into details than may 
seem necessary; however, I did so in the hope that 
various lines of investigation might be suggested to 
the student of the economic history of our country, 
a most favorable field for investigation, which has so 
far received but little attention from American econ- 
omists. 

It will be impossible to name all the persons who 
have assisted me in the preparation of this article, 
but I.cannot refrain from expressing my obligations 
to Professor Gustav Cohn, of the University of Gattin- 
gen, for the kindly interest he took in my economic 
studies while in Germany. 

My particular thanks are also due to Professor 
Richard T. Ely, of Johns Hopkins University, to the 
officials of the Royal Library and Royal Archives in 
the Hague, of the New York State Library ill Albany, 
of the New York Historical Society, of the New York 
City Comptroller's Office, and to Captain Francis J. 
Twomey, Clerk of the Common Council of New York 
City, for-the valuable assistance I received at their 
hands. 

NEW HAVEN, CONN., 

September, 1890. 
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